
Summary of 10/5/2020 
Listening Session with 

NRHS Parents
Hosted by NRSC members 

Amy Cohen and Mike Horesh 
via Zoom



Rationale For Offering the Listening Session: 
● Repeated and prolonged discussion in multiple platforms inquiring about the 

long-term teaching model for NRHS
● Opinion: Guest Column signed by 12 Bolton parents of NRHS students “ Nashoba 

High Parents Want Reconsideration of Remote Learning”, published in the 
Clinton Item and Bolton/Stow Independent on 10/2/20

● Over the Fence Post Letter by Chris Sarno of Stow “ Schools Should Be Open for 
Full In-Person Learning” in the Bolton/Stow Independent on 10/2/20 

● Dozens of recent emails received by the NRSC regarding the remote status of the 
high school

https://www.telegram.com/item/20201002/opinion-guest-column-nashoba-high-parents-want-reconsideration-of-remote-learning
http://boltonindependent.com/?p=1977


Purpose & Outcomes of 10/5 Listening Session: 
● Our purpose was not to endorse concerns,  but to provide a venue for community 

voices to be heard and for highlights to be conveyed to the administration and the 
SC for possible growth

● 40+ participants attended representing all three towns, 15+ participants spoke; 
meeting lasted 80-minutes in length

● We shared the 10/2 Central Office Newsand FAQs, and other relevant, publicly-
available information issued by the district

● Common themes included concerns, constructive feedback and some 
misconceptions

https://nrsd.net/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yHnhJf2LcZN72_mX8UJpkBcBYFuyhOr2Kb6jY696iIE/edit?ts=5f761959


Of Note:
● Parents were not interested in revisiting  the rationale for approving the NRHS 

Remote Learning Plan approved on August 10, 2020, but rather in looking 
forward to the remainder of the academic year

● Parents expressed broad support for and largely praised NRHS teachers for their 
efforts in implementing the NRHS remote learning plan, under unprecedentedly 
challenging conditions

● Parents repeatedly voiced appreciation for the ad hoc nature and live format of 
the listening session and favored more of the same format for future community 
outreach

● Participants were referred to the NRSD Comprehensive Fall Reopening Plan and 
the NRHS HVAC System Evaluation whenever applicable

https://www.nrsd.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1159852/File/School%20Committee/20-21%20Meeting%20Packets/August%2010,%202020/High%20School%20Remote%20Reopening.pdf
https://www.nrsd.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1159852/File/School%20Committee/20-21%20Minutes/SCMinutes8-10-20.final.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ApW4eodQi0T5et8U4WINk6qQn_PWNNElpfzQfi7GyDU/edit
https://nashoba.ss8.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1159852/File/Nashoba.HighSchool.HVAC.pdf


Participant Common Themes 
1. Concerns:
● Academic & social-emotional impacts of remote learning
● Lack of specific communication regarding, and criteria for, a planned return to in-

person learning at NRHS (perceived lack of progress)  
● Perceived disregard for the results of the July 2020 survey suggesting 75.9% out of 

2,660 respondents at the time of the survey preferred a hybrid model
● Concern that any return to in-person learning this year is unlikely, as it is 

predicated on construction of a new high school facility, and/or widespread 
availability of a COVID-19 vaccine.

● Recent parent survey targeted satisfaction with teacher engagement and student 
workload, rather than critical experiences by families associated with remote high 
school .

https://www.nrsd.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1159852/File/School%20Committee/20-21%20Meeting%20Packets/July%2022,%202020/Fall%20Reopening%20Survey%20Data.pdf


Participant Common Themes 
2.  Constructive Feedback:
Resolve the perceived question of whether the district goal is to return to some form of 
in-person learning in the 2020-2021 academic year. 

● Poll NRHS parents and students for their remote learning experiences thus far 
and their preferred learning model 

● Develop a task force to explore the pathway to any return to in-person learning
● Issue explicit documentation of the long-term plan for the high school’s 

instructional model
● Hold a public meeting to listen to community concerns
● Allow more opportunity for public comment during school committee meetings

Presenter
Presentation Notes




Considerations:
● Publish a publically-available and formalized plan for the specific metrics and 

conditions necessary for NRHS to offer a hybrid model within the 2020-2021 
academic year

● Develop consistent communication mechanisms for providing community 
members with information that aims to avoid misconceptions and 
misunderstandings

● Work with stakeholders to develop richer surveys that assess the costs, impacts 
and benefits of the remote and hybrid models, that are issued on a regular basis to 
teachers, parents and/or students, and which allow for the development data-
driven, targeted and actionable responses
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